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THE LIQUOR LAW

Attacked at a Farmers’ Meeting

by John L. McLaurin.

SMITH PROTESTED.

The President of the South Carolina
Southern Gotton Association Object-
ed to Politics Belng Broughtin
a Rarmers Rally. Several
Fine Speeches Made.

Tueeday of last week was cotton
growers’ day in Dlllon. The 6500
sturdy song of the soll who gathered
there to hear the diatinguished gen-
tlemen who had been invited to muke
addresses before the ccunby conven
tion and exchange Iideas on the cul-
ture of colton and other crops pecu
liar to the Svouth, representing every
section of the old Swamp Fox County,
but the bulk of the crowd came from
the upper end of the county, or l\lﬁ'ha.!.
is known in local parlance as "‘new
county territory.'”” The gatherirg
was unique in that the crowd assem.
bled at the big school auditorium and
was composed of men of every walk
in life—bankers, merchants, farmers,
manufacturers, and professional men
—wlth hereund there a polliticlan.

The eommiitee on entertalnment
had selected well and it seldom falls
to the lot of a town as small of Dillon
to have such a galaxy of distingnished
orators within'its borders in a single
day. There was Iix Senator Mo
Laurin and Col. Knox Livingstone, of
Bennettsville; the Hon, K. 1T Hyatt
and Col. 1. I1I. Weston, of Columbia;
the Hon., Richard I Manning and the
Hon, 1§, D, Smith, of Sumter: R, P,
Hamer, of Hamer, and Congressman
J, B. Kllerbe, of Seller's, IKach of
these gentlemen eame with something
to tell and they told it so well that
those who listenad went away bene-
fitted. Tne addresses were remarka-
ble for their force and logie and depth
and breadth of thought and the
audience showed its appreelation for
each Individual effort by froquent
cutbursts of applause. County
chalrman Stackhouse presided and the
meebing was opened with a very elo
quent and touching prayer vy the
Rev. J. D Croul.

HAMER AND MANNING SPBAK.

The first, epeaker introduced was
the Hon. R, P, Hamer, who felt high-
ly complimented in being askcd by

.. his home people to speak oa such an
- Ampurténisubjcot,

Mr. Hamer sald
that this is distinetively 8 commerclal
age ard every class of people was or
ganizad except the farmer and par
ttoularly the ‘'¢ itton tot.,” Ila held
that thorough organ'z.tlon weuld
onable the strong to help the weak
and that there should be a fixel prics
at which to sell cotton, that 1§, a
price for those with obligations and a
price for those in urgent need of mon-
ey, Mr. Iawmer strongly advceited
the ware bouse system and pointed
out that with the ¢ioperation of the
cotton and ofl mills, ware houses
could be sucezssfully and cconomlcally
run, Mr. Hamer i3 a practical man
and his talk beinp along practical
lines was well received, IS remurks
were greeted with prolunged applause,

The Hon. B 1. Manning, wno wis
next Introducid, urged the necessity
of thorough organizitlon among the
farmers. Mr. Mannlog's speeeh was
gpirited and at times eloqueat. 1
earnestniss appealed to the audience
and he was froq ntly Interrupted
with applsuse. Ils belleved in the
bonded ware house and urged tie
farmer to hold his colton and borrow
money whenever the price was ko low
that it did not pay him to sell, Mr.
Manning made a geod Impression on
his audienc: and at the conclusion of
his remuarks was foliowed by the Hon
Jobn L. McLaurin,  Just here a gen-
uine sensation was sprung, which
created a furor In the audiene?,

TOPHE DISPENSARY INTRODUCKED,

Mr. MeLaurin had been speakiog
bat a few minutes and had paused
after an eloquent and touching de-
seription of the horrors of the recon-
gtructlion period, when a younhg man
walled rapidly across vhe front of the
stage and banded him the fullowing
note:

“Yopator: At our commitlee meet-
ing yesterd1y we decided we were all
of one accord on the cotton «uestion,
having read much on the subject aud
having many able spcakers who will
follow you here today. Wor that
reason we diclded that we would re
mind you that the burning question
of the hour with us s, and will b3 for
the immediate future, dispensary or
no dispensary, andif you have no
gerlous objections would ltke Lo hear
your views on the subject, What do
you think of the dispensary law as it
13 written on the statue bhousks of this
State, as 1t has been, 18, and probably
will be, as long as 1t 18 o law executed
by those in authority.’'

HyWade Stackhouse,
YL T Beuhen,
A m. M. Hamer,
15 L. Moore,

g R, Hamer, "

Ao My, MeTaurin rend the notea
half amused smlle played oyer his
features, Then turning to the audi-\
enc?, witha dramatic wave of his
pand, he sald that his record In the
Senate was evidence suliclent thab he
had never been afrald L0 €Xpress hig
views on any ¢ testion, and although
he had come here  prepared Lo Lallk
abont eobton he would at the requesh
of the committee state his views oOn
the magh corrupt instizution that ever
curgnd 4 State.  This announcement
was greeted with shouts of applause,

MOLAURIN AUPLAUDID,

Instantly the dosrwavs and wlo
dows became erowded and men leancd
forward In thair seats to cateh every
word that fell from higlips, Although
a dellghtful breczy was sweeping the
vast puditorium the lix Senator dl
vosted himself of hig collar and tle,
which be ¢ iletly laid on the table
besids him, T'wiee the chalrman
ecalled time on him but the last time
be was told that his time was up.
Mesgrs Weston and Iyatt sprang Lo

thelr feet simultaneously and gener-
ously offered him five minutes each of
thelr time., His arraignment of Till-
man and the dispensary was scvere
and ocoaslonally some staunch sup-
porter of the Institution would
arlse and quletly wallke out of the hall

Mr. McLaurin argued strongly that
the people could not hops to escape
from the dispensary through legisla.
tive aotion and that thercfore the
polley should be to vote it out by
counties. 'L'he protrst of the elcotion
in Plokens oounty, he declared, was
merely aruse of politiolans to prevent
the effect that the prohibition victory
there would otherwise have in coun-
tles where elections are pending., The
Iix Senator was unsgaring in his ar-
ralgnment of Senator Tillmaun’s cuurse
and at times he showed conslderable
feellng In his references to the culcf
dispensary champlon,

The speech bhas been the talk of the
day in Dillon. While Mr, MecLaurin
In his speeeh made no statement of
his personal politleal plans and dia
not ¢ mmit himself in any way, there
are mauy who belleve that be expect,
to be actlve and agpressive fn the
fight awalnst the dispeusary and in
favor of prohibition by countles.
They suy that this will inevitably
place Mr. MeLaurin in the fi.refront,
48 representing the sharpest antagon-
ism to the Tillman dispensary idea
and that he will naturally make his
fight by becoming a candidate for the
United States Senate In 1900,

At the conclusion of hiiz spzech Mr.
MeLaurin was loudly cheeied and sov-
cral pentlemen sprang upon the
rostrum and grasped his hand, It
was clear that he had the audlen<e
with him, although there was a large
sprinkling of strong dispensary advo
oates In the crowd,

THREE MORE SUERECIIES,

The next speaker was Mr. I\ I1.

Weston, of Columbia, who discussed
the Cotton Growers' Assoclation from
the banker’s point of view., Mr.
Weston 18 a strong and vigorous
speaker and caslly held the attention
of the audiecnece. Ie advocated the
building of bonded ware houses and
told the farmers Lhat they would have
no ditculty In borrowlng almost up to
the limit on thelr cotton if it was
properly housed. Ile referred elo:
gqaently to the perlod >f reconstrue.
uon and pointed out the Independence
of the Souvherner of today. Ile was
frequently interrupted with applause
and loudly cheered av the conclusion
of hila talk.
Mr. I, 1. Hyatt caught the audi-
enc2 with a serles of oclginal anec-
dotes. He begged pardon for branch-
ing cil on good roads, but just conlda't
talk before such an audience without
telling his hearers of the manifold
advanteges of good roads. IHe advised
planters to make thelr farms attrac-
tive and keep the buys at home and
#ound up with o strong argument for
uhe diversification of crops,

CongressmanJ. 1. Ellerbe was 1n-
treduced and briefly reviewed the
work of the Assoclation thus far, He
sald he felt that a great deal had been
accom plished, but that the work had
only begun. e referred to the re
cent rise in the price of cotton as an
indication thao the South had at last
caught the ear of Wall street specu-
lators  If go much had been accom:
plisbed in such a short time the pos-
sibilitles of sueress could not be exap-
gerated,  Mr, Ellerbe was recelved
with prolonged applsuse,

PRESIDEN'T SMITIH'S CONDEMNATION,

Several speakers followed MeLaurin
before Mre 18 D. South, presitent  of
the Scuth  Carolina  division of  tiu
Southern Couton assoclation, and the
last speaker, was fotr.duced. Another
sensultion  was al onee sprung,  Ad
vanclog to that partof the stage
where Mr., Mcelourlao  was  szated,
Prigident Smilth mude Hery donuneia-
tion and condemnation of the cffort
to lnject polltics au the mestings held
under the ausple.s of the S uthern
Cotton Assectution,  He juformed the
au Henctand the commitiee that they
were met here not Lo diseu 8 polinies,
thougli he did nob question thelr right
bo prant any priviieges they might
cure Lo Indulge. “Oae thing only bhus
called us together today, the hencti
of Southern farmers, and as your
president 1 do not intend that thig

purpuse shall be slde tracked even
for the miscrable, damnable dispen-
sary.”

Just here a curious phase of “'meet:
ings" was evidenced, Lt was clear,
while Mr. McLaurin wad speaking,
that the splendily representatlve au-
dlence was entirely In sy mpathy with
bim, There was npo mistaking the
loud, ringlng applause that constant:
ly interrupted him and the greatb in-
terest manifested in all he had to say,
It was equally elear and unmistakable
a8 Lo the d reet purpose of Mr, Smiths
remarks and for whom  they were in-
tended, and Lhle same audlence pave
him loud and lone continued cheering
and applause.

A GOOD BI'KA KIS,

Col. Normrnt, who reported the
meeting for The State says Mr. Smith
18 & remarkable speaker and he could
be hen d in overy community In South
Carollna with great benelit,  Liack of
spiee prevents anything like even a
synopsis of this tine sveech which was
Histened Lo with the elosest attention
for about.one hour. Ile pgave sume
Interesting  details  concarning  his
worle, of 1ts diseccurpgements and its
succersey and  showod some danpers
threatening Lhe association, Ile went
Into the depths of his subj:ct, show:
ing the vreat principloe invalved and
pave Hpures showluy that the work
“had put more money inte the pock-
abs of Southern farmers’ than idle
critics would ever understand, hree
strong points in closing were empha.
glzed amld the undivided atventlon of
the uadiminished audience. Those
were, lirat, that eofiton was the cur-
rency of the south; second, that there
was no substitute for this preatoesy
product of the world and that the
Hmited area for ibs prowth  was con-
fined to the south, and thirdly,
thid combintlion pgave us a preab
moropoly,  Mr. Smith made a telling
gpocch and he must have been grati-
fied at the reseption glyen hilm,

In the afternoon the speakers were
earrind to Lhe handsome rooms of the
Commerclul elub where "'thilngs’ were
done up In style, Champagne, loe
clegarg and camaraderie made pleas-
ant moments go rapldly by and gave
finlshing  touches to a hospltable
welcome to o line town and to a fine
people.

A HOT TIME.

Thousands 8lept in the Parks of Now
York Last Weok.

The Heat Was SHo Iatense That the
FPeoplo Had to Desert Thoir

Homeos to Get Alr,

While 1t was pretty hot through-
out South Oarolina last week we did
uot suffer here as the pesple did in
New York and other large elitles of
the North. "Where were hundreds of
deaths from the heat in all of the
larger clbies, aud there would have
been more had uot the people deserted
thelr homes and took to the public
parks. Here 13 o New York pleture:

"'0)me and sleep on tha garss in the
parks,"” was the Invitation Manhat.
tan senb out Wednesday ulght, and
the people respoi dad by thousands,
says The New Yourk Sun of Wednes
day. From the little triangle south
of Cooper Unlon to theslopes of River-
side park and in all the down-town
small parks the grass, the benches and
the band stands were populous. The
“Ieep off the grass” gigns were called
in,
‘"Phey won't be put out again this
summer, elther, if I can help it,'’ snid
Park Commissioner Pallas, He sent a
letter to Pollee Commlssioner Me.
Adoo in the afternoon offerlng the
park3s within his jurisdietlon in the
uoroughs of Manhattan, and Rich-
mond to the weary and overheated,
and thls ordyr from Commisslonar
MeAdoo was read in all the station
hnuses Wednesday night,

"By dlrection of Park Commlissioner
Pallas you will permit the publie to
walk, sleep and lounge on the grass
or benches in all the parks within
your precineis, day and night during
the hot spell, 1f they so desire.”

1t did not take long for the news to
gob about. By 9 o'clock p. m,, Mul-
berry Bend park, In the Italian quar-
ter, looked like the beach at Coney
Island on a hot day. There were
over bwo thousand women and chil-
dren there, with a falr percentags of
men. ‘The sleopers took Lo the grass
until there wa:n't an avallable spot,
Then they filled up the band stand.
Iverybody In the park wore as lt
tle clothing as the law allowed. A
shirt and a pairof trousers: uflicad for
the men, while most of the ealldren
glept under the stars in thelr birthday
dress, There were ovar 5,000 who
sought rellef at the William . Saw-
ard park, at Kist Broadway and Jel.
ferson strest. ' Oaiy the benohos a4
Bavtery park were overcrowded, Few
sought comfort on the grass.

The permission appeéaled mightily
to dwellers nlong the North river, Iu
Da Witt Clinton park early in the
evenlng were at least 4,000 porsons,
most of them women and children.
A large numbir of them had made
arrangements Lo gnond the night cusy
of doors and had brought pillows and
nlankets. Coverings were unauimous
iy voted to by unneeissary

On the bank sloplng down to the
rlver from Riverside drive space was
at & premium in the oarly evening.
here was a breeze oll the river and
weather conditlons were quite enn-
fortable. 1t was not observable thas
mauy Intended to spead the nigh
there, the bank bLelne ton steep In
most places to losure tracquil rest.
Wevertheless, In the lats evening the
nank was quite as ¢rowaed as earior.
I'hoie who went into C:ntral park
to keep ecool were surprised when the
pollee falled to turn viem out ay mid.
nlght.,  They hada't yet heard of the
new order, Many of them upon learn
g that they mleht stay there ali
niga If they ehose, weat home and
pou pillows. T'hirough the side streeis
Lruding to the park entrances gould be
sesnl many Bohemians and lrallans
from the [Kast Slde malking for the
park with plllows tucked under thelr
nrms,

In some spots whole familles were
stretehed out on the grass sile by
side. The favorite spots scemed to he
places where thera was an lneline or
embankment, Many who ave nightly
nomeless g0l gonerally slesp In areas
and on doordteps went into the park
when the police found them in their
usual bhaunts sand told them of the
uew order,

Morningside and Mount  Morris
parks, In Harlem, were both erowdd
At Jeferson park, 11250 street and
ISt river, Harlem, Ttallang were celu-
orating the fet: of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel and hundreds of them slept in
the park after the celebratlon was
over,

In the thiee Tenderloin parks the
men dosaried the benches for bhe
wrass, bub the few women sleepers
gtuck Lo the benches, In Madison
gquare, where there were more women
than both the others, the men kept
Lo the west slde of the park, piving
up the east gide to the women and not
disturbing them In the least.

In the blg parks in the Dronx, es
peelally Pelham bay and Bronx parks,
hundreds of people have been sleeping
under the trees ulgntly, In Pelbham
bay parie last night, a large part of
the Italian population of Willlums-
bridge, leariiig of the new wvrder,
took bed clothing, plllows and, In
some  cuses, cots, and slept beneath
the trees, T'here was a similar condl
tlon in Bronx park, T'he only loter-
forenee from the polica came when the
sleeperscamped Loo ¢loie by the hitan
fcal gardens or the zoo,

Seaslde park, Conoy 1iland, was a
large dormitory, ‘I'housands of people
came from the ¢iby with the intentlon
of sleeplog on the beach, Betweoen live
thousand and ten thousand of them,
according to an estimate of Capt. Doo:
ley, did so,

Hundreds of others, learning that
the park prass was avallable for beds,
proeferred It. A large number of the
gleepers wore women, and nenrly all
brought shawls, quilts or cipes on
which to rest thelr heads, Qapt, Doo
ley had extra men patroling the beach
and park is a protection against pe'
pookets, A midndeht tralng from vhe
elty were guill coming ln packed to Lhe
doors and the nurmaber of sleepers was
constantly Increasing,

UNSAFE BOILER

nington Exploded Friday.

THIRTY-NINE DEAD.

Capt. Luclen Young, in Command, Was
Ashore at the Time, The Vessel Is
Almost a Complete Loss, and

it Was Necessary to

Beach Her.

Thirty-nine members of the crew
of the United States gunboat Beuning-
ton were killed and nexrly 100 siilors
were Injuved, some futally, at 10 o'cleek
Itrlday forenvon by a bolier explosion
that digabled the vessel, In San Dlego
harbor, Cal. IFif:ecn sallurs pre miss-
Ing, 'T'here were meore than 250 men
aboard the war ship when the acel-
dent ocecured and many men were
hurfed or forced to jump Into the sea
by the terrilic explosion, which lifted
part of the deck and compelled the
beaching of the ship,

Tae Bennington at the time of the
aceldent was lyiog In the stream, just
off the Commercial wharf, at H street.
The war ship had received orders from
the nuvy department at Washington
to sall I'rlday morning for Port 1art-
ford to mect the monitor Wyoming
and convey the monitor to Mare Is.
land navy yard, San Franclseo. Steam
was up and everything was In readl
ness for the departure of the Lion

nington, when the starboard forward
hotler exploded with a deafening roar.
’he explosion was territle  People
standing on shore saw o hupe eloud of
steam rise above the Hennington.
Columns of water were forced high
into the air.

A dczen or fifteen men wers blown
overboard by the force of the terrific
explosion. Capl. Wentworth, who
wad looking at the Bennington when
the disaster vecusred, says he saw hu-

mun bodles hurled over a hundre:d feet
upward! The alr was clouded with
smoke, which enveloped the ship.
When the haze oleared away only n
few men cou'd be seen on the decks,
while a uumbar were lxundering in
the water. A boat was lowored from
the vestel's slde and most of the men
in the water were plckad up and taken
aboard.

Oa board the Bennington were pre-
sented terrible scencs. 'I'he force of
the explosion hadl torn a great hole In
the starborrd slde of the ship and the

yogsel vog plready comamenalng to b bonsia 28

A section of the upper fdeck was oar
ried away from stem to stern. Blood
and wreckaee were didtributed over the
entire ship, the after cabin and tha!
part of the ship adjacent to the ex.
ploded boiler resembling a charnel
hou- e,

I'ne shee't of the explosion penetrat-
ed every scetton of toe ship, blood and
sshes being found as far as the stern
of the eaptain’s eabin. Groat dimage
wis aone in all parts of the vessel. The
toller wh'e rexploded 16 8 statod, was
regardeabsune afe. Commaander Y ung
stated thah during a recent return
feom Ionalulu the steam pressure was
REph recue oo ihat partisuar one,
An e thae of Ghie aceldeny Gam.
mandar Leriea Younye and Surgeon 1
15 Peck were o shoes,  'I'he two of-
tieers, as st s they leared of the
disuster, hurr ed to the wator front,
Comma 'der Younp, as soon a3 he
reachoidl ths shilp, gare orders tanl the
ar bleht compiriwentd be elusod to
prevent bis | siing shilp from sinking
and that the mupe zines b 1 oded
to ave:l furl er explosions.  Ilo then
b ashet the ship at high e,

The ferrybout Romuons, which was
crissing Le bay ab Lhe time of the
accident, ehavped ity cows: :nd huy-
ried G vthe add of the sirlcken war
ship, The Government lnuach Gen,
De It sy, anda lmge nunbaer of oiher
launches and water erafy which were
about aby the time, also rushed to the
assistance of tlhie Banulupton,

By tho time the Raymona reached
the Bauninton many of the satlors of
the Benni neton, who had jomped into
the by to erewnr the e lding steam,
had been rescued by small eraft, hie
removal of ths wounded fram the
ship wus conducted in porfect order,
'he erows of (he Da Rssey and the
other boats aided 1n picking up the
wounded sallors and transforring them
Lo shore.  ‘I'he bodies of many of the
men taken from the wrecked Interior
of the ship were mutilated a'moaost be.
yond reeopnttion.  The faces of many
wors coverad with blood and ashes,
Some of the bodies may never be lden-
titied,

Tamporary qurters ashore were ar
ranped for bhe wounded and sixty
clplzens voluntesred auvd hurrled In
launehes 1o the relief of those on the
ship., Some of the voluntecrs were
unable to stand the sickenlng  sight
which met thelr gozo on the Benning
ton,  As fast &g ohe wounded o uld
be removed they were hucerled In am-
bulances, earringes, warons and nubc-
mobiles to hosplitals,  Pora long thne
vhe hot steam prevented nec:ss to the
space bebween decks where most of
the dead bodies lay, and It was not
unbil late 1n thie afbornoon  tat the
last  were removed from the boller
rooms,  Severid bodles were 80 tightly
wordged In by a bulkbead that the
woodwork had to be hewed away to
free them,

When the explosion oceurred, the
enginecr was inspecting the bodlers,
He was nob s rlously fnjured, Ofleors
and men wio wero able bto assish In
bhe rescue acted In a brave and col-
lected manner,  Pumps were manned
to keep the waler from the upper
compartments, the magazine way
floocded amd men fought  thelr way
through the steam Into the daikenod
hiold,
remadned In the shilp and assisted In
rescuing the more severely injured.
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Itu-l'u-mu-l- v Mix,

I'lfteen white girls sewing matress-

o8 In DPittsburg went on strike be-
oanRn o neero ol wag by

stenographer and ty prwriter,

belng done in dark color,

On the American Gunboat Ben-

Many slightly Injured sallors

arewliy b [ 5 th
l!“hl." (22 Ay
the ohibze of the factory to wo'k os &
‘T'hey
resonted tha iden of the light work

RESIGNS.
Ho Declares T ’,m'q"-l*ciworlnl Organi
zation: ‘Agoinst Him,

Ao Assorts tha -:;irerv Time His Ao-
ouragy !lu:; 'lbn- Questionud It
Has Bésn Sustained.

y R

‘The resignation of John Hyde,
statlatiolan andiohlet of the bureau of
statistio of theflepartment of agrioul-
ture, was bandéd to Seorotary Wils.n
‘Tuesday of laMiweek and promptly
accepted, Wi “ N. Hays, the as-
sistant secretif¥of agriculture, has
bern placed iaidharge of the bureau
tem porally anyg;gzlll contlous to act
pending the investigation of the cot-
ton scandal audl until a competent
statisticlan is found,

INYDHS LEITER,

Tne followlng 18 the text of Mr,
Iy ds'a letter of' reslgnation and Bee-
retary Wilson's reply thereto:

Washington'D. O., July 18, 1905,

Dear Mr, Sectetary: Durlng the last
four years, orjpince I succeeded in
makliog the reports of the de
partment reasdiiably acourate and cor-
respondingly vdluable to the agricul-
tural and comfjerolal Interests of the
oountiry, my administration of the of
fice I have thelonor to hold has been
constantly uudaé fire from one side of

the market or #de other, Five time it
has been Investigated and on every oc-
caslon I have hédn vindleated. In Jan-
uary, 1903, I wis awarded 82,600 dam-
ages 1n a libel'juit against a promi-
nent firm of colton brokers by a jury
of thelr own frlends and fellow citi

zens, 'I'hese Ygbults have been very
kratifying to /me, but I have the
highest medlcal authorlty for the
statement that the continued fight
upon me hasihlready oonsiderably
shortencd my 1. At the present, time
It is an accopted fact that a powerful
organization 1B bent ypon bringing
about my rat.!‘;;" ment, by one m:ans
or another, Nuw, I do not think the
position I hold#s worth the fight nec-
essary to Its ftention, and the or-
ganization In d.uestlon Is welcome to
whatever satisfaction it can derive
from my withdrawal from the unequal
struggle, If any of my friends think
that I ought not to retire under fire,
I would bave them remember that
there is never i time when I am not
under fire. Ihave the honor there-
fore to tendex you herewlth my res.
ignation of my‘;ippulut,menh a8 statis

tician and chie}of the bureau of stat-
istics of this department;,
With much #ppreciation of vhe un-
iform courtesy ind kindness yon have
shown me and 0f the many tokens of
confidence I h{e received trom you,
I am, PRI e
Mo’ SR YOy,
. g Join Iyde.
M. WILSON'S RuPLY,
Mr, John Hyad,
Statisticlan, Department of Agrieul-
ture.
Dear Sir: Iam in recelpt of your
reslgnation as gtatisticlan of this de-
partment. In accepting it, I cheerfully
testify to the abillty with which you
have diseharged the heavy and dim
eult duties of the cltice since you wer.
first appolnted. The acsuracy of your
reports bas besn recognized by th
public generally, and I am glad to be
able tu testify, with regard to the
eharges made against the integrity of
ibe bureau of statlstics that no facts
have been brought Lo my attention tm-
plicating you In any way, I am fa
millar  with your devotlon to your
vork and with the uatiring efforts
yeu have made to render the bureau of
tie highest servies to the pgrowers,
mar ufactures and consumers of farwm
produeis Inour ciutry, and I regret
thet falling healuh should compel you
to bring your work uo an end,
Very truly, yours,
Janmes WiLson,
sSecrevary.

Mr, Ilyde sald that he felt he hed
cedb off an fmmense burden from
his shoulders, He had fully intended
to resign some ilme during the com-
ing autumn, he sald, and therafore he
had only advanced hisg reslgnation by
& few weeks,  Mr. Iyde spoke of how
corgenial the work had b:en to him,
nowithstanding 1ts laborlous eharac:
ter, and expres ed regret ab having to
part “from the eflclent eclerieal force
in the bureau of statistics.” ‘“Thelr
loyalvy and thelr personal regard for
myself,' he sald ‘‘of which I had evl-
dence today, I8 extremoly touching, 1
shall have very few recollections of
my eight years work that will not be
hignly gratifylng to me as long as 1
live. 'I'ne secretary has always been
extremely kind to me as I stated in
my letter of resignation.”

Asg regards the Investigatlon now
being conducted by the district attor-
ney, Mr, Hydsa sald that he had cal-
culated to assigt in every possible way
in getbing Lo the bottom of the case,
and that even now he was out of ofles
he would, if ealled upon, be only too
happy to conbribute In any way his
ald in the Investlgation,

e A

Alter Sixty Yoars,

T. M. Flelds, sixty-two years old,
of Bloomburg, Pa,, has just discover-
od that his brother Abraham, who 1.
M TItields had belleved died before he
was born, I8 alive and well ab Fort
Dodge, Kansas, at the age of elghty-
one years, 'I'he knowledyge came In a
letter fcom Abhraham Hields o bthe
pustinaster nsking If there were any
IMielded besided himself alive., Ile ran
away from home In 1841 to ygo west,
his family never heard of him agaln.
Lt was supposed he had been killed by
Indiang, T'wo years later I, M.
IMlelds was born,  The old man In
his declining yeara declded to write
and see It any of the family survlved,
and hig brother will now go west and
oo him,

Hard to *lay On,

T'he experlences of George B, Cor-
telyou, chalrman of the republican
national sommibice, during the recent
campalgn were many and varled.
With keen rellsh he tells of one that
came under his notlee, A country
club about to glve a parade was debat-
Ing as to the number of trangparencies
to be had In llne, It was aboul
settled that twelve would bs he proper
number, when an old faollow with his
trousera tucked In hig boots aroge and
sald, *'Igues two will be about right,
Tun’t avall likely more't ‘two will
kaow how to play on ‘em."

NOT WANTED.

Members of Spartanburg Cotton
Association Snub McLaurin.

NO CANDIDATE ASKED

To Speak at the Assoclation Meeting,
and the President Says If McLaurin,
Who Had Been Invited by Out-
slders; Apoeared, Meefing
Would be Called off.

A speclal dispatch to The Greenvllle
News says the Spartanburg county
cotton growers recently made appolnt.
ments for several special meetiogs in
the county. The date at zOherokeo
Springs is July 20, These meetirgs
were intended to Increase the mem
bership of the assoolation and to arouse
a more general intercsy in the mova.
ment. It was expected that thoey
would be farmers meetings with no
strings to them. Presldent I8, I,
Axcher of the Cotton Growers' Assoel
abion was notifled Friday that some of
the ecitizans of Cherokee desired Col,
John L. McLaurln to make the address
on the 29th inst.

It 18 snld that recently MecLaurin
upon learning of the meetirg of the
farmers, at Oherokes Springs wrote to
a frlend In that section informing him
of his willingneis to address the tarm
ers on that day. The curly-headed or-
ator did not Indlcate that his specch
was to be of a pollticil nature bhu.
when President Archer of the county
assoolation was Informed of the for-
mor Senator's offer he promptly told
the reclplent of the letter that owing
to a previous action of the committer
on {invitation he could not allow Mr,
McLourln to sp2ak at the meeting
which was called by order of the as.
sociation. Mr. Archer feels that In
declining the ex Senator’s proposition
he Is but carrylng out the agreement
entered into by the oflsers aud mem:
bers of the assoclation when it was or.
ganized, Ie therefore declined to ¢x
tend an invitation to Mr. McLaurln,
It appears that some time ago when
arrangements were belng made for
the Cherokee meet!ng scveral names
of avallable speakers were suggested
by members of the Invitation commit-
tee and all were culy considered. It
I8 suid that both Senator Tillman and
ex-Senator McLaurin were among the
prominent, ones mentioned and werc
rej:cted beoause not only was polities
to be avowerd Lu’ even the semblance
of it

President Archer made the follow
ing statement Saturday: ‘'Thest
meetings were appolnted for farmers
Lf the people af, Caerokee desire Col,
MeLaurin to address them on any sub
Jest they have a right to lnvite him
But If he I8 to he thiere on the 20:h
inst, the farmers' meating will be call
ed off. When the commitlee met to
consid>r the appointments, the names
of Col. McLaurin and S :nator ‘Tillmau
were mentiuned, It was deelded that
they would not be luvited, as no real
or probable eandldates were desired at
these mectings, which are to bx helu
by farmers for farmers, and notiss 1s
nereby served on candidates for ofiies,
and volte seekers, that they are not
expected to speak at these meetings
1 have no objection to politiclans hay
ing thelr own meetings and airlng
vhelr grievances or boasting of their
great achlavements, but they wiil not
be fovited to speak at the farmers'
meetings, "

BROWN RESENTED IT,

Ho Assailed a Rooent Kditorial in

the Barnwell Sontinoel.

The State says news has come to
Columbla, via Camp Fuller, to the ef-
feet that Mr. Clarence L, Brown and
Mr. G. Marsball Moore engaged in an
altercation in Barnwell Monday, The
aforesld altercation was a bloodless
allalr, and {6 Is hoped that it will end
with vhe meeting Monday.

Mr, Brown is the dispensary inspee-
tor who suffered the misfortune to
ioge 82,000 recently. Mr. Muore I
the superintendent of the schools at-
Barnwell and 18 also edlitor of the
Barnwell Sentinel, the paper which
was owned by Mr. Brown before he
sold itto Mr, Moore. In the edito.
rial columns of this paper there ap
peared a paragraph commenting upon
Mr, Brown's misfortune in a way
whieh was distasteful to the Inspec-
tor, and he demanded a retractien,
The affalr happened In the principal
business part of town., Mr. Brown,
pointing to the objectionable para:
graph, oxpressed his oplnlon in re
gard thereto with = great deal of force
g0 1t Is related,

The witness who reports the allalr
says that Brown, atter making a state.
ment to the effect that Moore had his
hand In his pocket, drew his revolver
with an invitation to Moore to do the
same thing, A Mr. Moody ran up
abuub this vime and geparated them,
Brown put up a eash bond for $156 and
forfelted his revolver to the town of
Barnwell, The Barnwell Sentinel s the
weekly paper which attracted some al-
tentlon a few months ago by avtacking
L. I lvans, chalrman of the dlspen-
sury board, and the editor In turn was
threatened with a libel sult, Iu s sald
that on account of Mr, Moore's posi-
vive stand on publle questions he 1s
having trouble to be reclected superin:
ter dent of the schools, Tiere has been
a deadlock In the board for 30 days.

Htrongor U'han Mvor,

General Batjanoff, ecommander of
the 'hird Russlan Manchurian army
recently declared that the Japancso
were unablo Lo advance, both on ac
count of the strengthening of Rus-
slan positions and beeause vhey have
not fully recovered from thelr own
loss at the battle of Muken. ‘‘Never
duringz the whole war’ he sald “has
the Russian army been 8o strong In
ovry respect as at present. ‘The Jap
anese know this and thereforo they
wish for peace.

v -

POISONED FLOUR

S8hipped To China And Results Tu
Number 0f Deaths

Wil Not Only Hurt Trade In That
Oommodity But in Othera
—The Btory,

The Washington correspondent of
the Columbla Record says a report just
received In the United States shows
that American flour shipping Interests
in Obina are likely to receive a heavy
blow wsoon, unless something is done
to correct a report that Amerloan flour
men are sending polsoned flour there.
‘I'he business of shipping flour to some
geotions of China, especlally to Amoy
and Obangohau, s enormous, Last
year it amounted to 83563,602, and the
year previous to 8285204, Not long
sirca a certain shipment of flour was
sent from Hong Kong, and out of that
shipment pomewhere hetween thirty
and forty people hava died as a result
of having eaten a polsonous mixture,
All sorts of rumors have been spread
broadoast, and anti-forelgn agitation
has recelved a great impetus,

This shipment, which was sent from
Hong Kong to Amoy, was oonslgned
to native importers and was distribut-
ed In the ordinary course of business,
and to all appearances was not, d.fler.
ent, from many shipments which had
been made before. The firat trouble
came at a Chinese restaurant where a
man who was eating a meal became
suddenly 11l and in a few moments
dled. The keeper of the restaurant,
being accussd of having adulterated
the flour with polson, agreed to eat
some of the bread in order to show
that there was nothing the mattes
with It. In the course of a few hours he
also was dead. His wife and daughters
also died from enting bread from the
same flour.

The story spread rapldly, and wher-
ever the flour had been shipped the
Chinese dled like 80 many dogs. In
Ghangcehau, a city of 1,000,000 Inhab.
itants, the result has been to almos:
stop the rcesipis of forelgn flour from
any port. Hundreds of small store
keepers and bakers have small stock:
'f goods on haud which they are un
able Losell on acsount of the fact that
vhe people are afraid to buy lmportec
bread and flour. The loss to these
ilttle merehants, while conslderable,
smounts, &s a matter of faot, to noth

ing in comparlson to the gnormou:
loss of profits which will acorue fron

0ss of business which has taken many
years to bulld up, Unless the preseni
trouble can be done away with, there
will be a permanent loss, for Ohines

sonsumers will agaln become accis

tomed to purcly native food, and the
ground galned there by Americans af

er many years of effurt and labor wil)
ue entirely lost,

There i3 no explavation of the

trouble, but it ls probable that Ohin.
a5 merchants made an effort to smug-
wle In morphia in sacks of flour and
chat the packages of polson wert

broken, and the flour was thus aff:ot-
2d, The duty on morphia i3 very high,
vhile that on flour s only 6 per cent.
ud valorem. Whatever the truth about
this mutter my ba, there {8 no douv

of the fact, a8 stated, that American
interests in the flour shipping busl
uess will be materially affected unless
relieved soon.

Foll Thrae Thonsand Feet,

Danlel Maloney, who made numer-
s successful ascensions with Prof.
Montgomery's aeroplane, Tuesday fel)
3,000 feot to his death at Santa Clara
Col. Maluney made an ascension from
the grounds of the Santa Clara Col
lege. About 2 000 persons watched
with Interest the machine as it shot
upward from the college garden, at-
tuched to n huge belloon. At a height
of 4,000 feet Maloney cut loose from
the balloon and began maneuvering
the aeroplane, He salled gracefully
about, thern essayed a deep dip. Sud
denly the machine swerved, hesltated,
and then turned over., It righted it
;elf) sank down a conslderable distance,
and turned over again, Maloney was
clinging desperately to his seat, and
was evidertly endeavorlug to regaln
control of the acroplane, but all his
cfforts were in vain, Agaln the aerop
lane turned in the air, the wings came
together, and the man and the machine
plunged stralght downward, while the
horrlfied spectators gazed helplessly.

Killed by Live Wire.

Samuel James, a white carpenter,
40 years of age, unmarried, was killed
Wednesday by coming In contacl
with a live wire al the Oharleston
navy yard. James was employed by
the New York Oontinsntal Jewell
Eiltration company on the dry dook.
Ile was on a scaffolding when he came
in contact with the wire. The wire
burnt him around the neck, causing
death Instantly. 'The Inquest was
held Thursday James was a natlve
of Baltimore, Ile has been residing
In Charleston and working at the nav)
yard for some time, |

Burnod in Hovel,

Ab Wabash, Minn,, slx pergons were
burned to death Ina flrte which de
stroyed the Dapot Hotel Wednesds)
mornlng, 'T'he dead are; Mrs. A,
Hoffman and baby; Robert Johnson,
expressman; Gertrude Stetsher, Re
Beova Heiman, James Hunbk There
may be other bodles in the ruins.
The fire was caused by the explosion
of a gas tank used for llluminating.
Mrs, Hoffman was owner of the Hotel,
Sae and her baby and the other vie
utlms were burned to death in theh
rooms,

Throo Hanged,

At Memphls Tenn., Toots Taylor,
M. Miles and Major Mills, three negrc
murderers were hanged I'riday, Taylor
and Mills ascended vhe ncaflold togeth-
er and when their bodies had been re-
moved Milles was exeouted, ‘Layler
murdered Rob Gaines in August, 1004
Wife murder was the orime whic
cost Miles his life, Mills murderec
hig father-in-law.

A New swindla,

The Columbia R cord says a young
white man namead Spann was arresteo
by Pollceman Forda Thuraday chargad
with awindling. 'T'ne alloged soheme
was to place a Mexloan dollar with
four Amecrloan dollars and ask that &
85 bill be given for it. Itia said
that several viotims were canght,

tiary for Attempted Asgsault

ON A LITTLE GIRL

At New Sumter About Ten Days Ago. K
Took the Jury Nine Minutes to Des
clde the Faie of the Fiend

Who Deserves to be Hung
for the Crime, .

A speolal dispatoh from Sumter to
The State says tie Jury deoclared Jesse
Nelson gullby of assault with Intent
tio ravish after nine minutes’ deliber-
atlon, on Thursday afternoon, i

Judge R O. Purdy sentenced Nelson
o 30 years at hard labor in the South
Oarolina penitentiary. The sentence
to begin at the expiration of his gen-
tence to the Olarendon county chain-
gang, which wiil be July 6, 1910.

The onse was called Thuradsy morn-
Ing, The court appointed Mr, L, D.
Jennings to defend the prisoner. Ma).
Marlon Molse assisted Sollolter Wil-
son. The Btate had only a few wit-
nesses,  Very little time was consum-
ed in examining them, The young
lady and her little slster were very
positive in their identification of the
prisoner. They told the story of the
orime In & clear, convinclng manner,
I'here was no hesitation. These were
the only eye witnesses. The young
lady 18 not yet 16 years of age and her
alater but 10.

The ground rail of the testimony
was the search for a negro of Nelson’s
goneral appearance—the clothing
~orn, cap, eto., when captured, the
exact desoription glven by the young
lady Immedlately after the assault.

Supervisor Owens told of his esoape
from the Olarendon county chaingang
ast Thursday.

Nelson was the first witness for the
defense, e retold the story that he
aever ieft the rallroad between there
and Mayesville, ex3spt to get water at
«he Betts mill. He denled the attack
n the young lady and sald he had
never seen her until eirried before her
m Monday.

Jim Taylor was sent for so that the
jury might see the difference between
uhe two.

Mr. Jennlngs certainly did his duty.
Ha rcviewed the testimony ocarefully.
He wanted the right man punished to
vhe limip of the law, but ask the jury
.0 be sure and convict the right one.
He spoke earnestly and foroefully, The
iegro recelved a high ' oclass service
gratis,

Solicltor Wilson lald bare the facts.
He spoke of the proud record of old
sumter county. The cltiz:nsg are law-
ablding. He mentloned two or three
wrrible orimes, agyravating in the
exireme, bub the majesty of the law
#a8 upheld and the outlaws punished,

Ma). Marion Molse's specon was very
slogquent,  T'he court house was pack-
sd when he began to speak and oclose
attention was pald to hls argument,

Judge Puardy's charge to the jury
was short and explicit.

The jury revired at 6 13 and at 6,22
renohed a verdlot of gullty.

Before passing sentence the judge
sald he knew the biy’s father and
mother, and they were good old dark-
les./I'he beginning of Nelgon's trouble,
llke ali other boys, was when he won-
dered away from home, getting from
under parental influence. Ie had no
doubt of the prisoner+e gullt, If he had
he would set aside the veidict as would
be his duty, though many people ab
New Sumter were his warm personal
friends. As a judge he must rise above
che opinisns and feelings of his fellow
man. He held up the terrible punish-
ment the boy must recelve and sald
thlsshould serve as a warning to white
and black that to do right was the
only safe course in life. He had sen-
tenced to life Imprisonment the other
day a black man‘for the same orime
against one of his.own race In the up-
country., He then sentenced the boy
20 30 years In the peniteotiary,

Nelson I8 about 19, He was gentenc-
ed at on July 6, 1904, by Judge Ald-
rich to a!x years on the chalngang for
assault and battery on an old colored
woman,

Poleoning Suspeoted,

Suspeoting murder, the pollce are
investigating the sudden death at his
q0me in Mannington, W. Va., of J.
N, Payton. e, his wife and & man
whose name has not been dlsclosed,
ire #ald to have been drinking on Sun-
day night, and Mrs. Payton announced
aer husband’s sudden demise Tuesday
morning, atiributing 1t to the drink-
ing of wood aleohol, to which he s un<
derstood to have been addicted. 'The
autopsy 18 reported to have revealed
the cffeots of other polsons, howaver,
A chemical analysls of the stomach of
the dead man will he made, Three of
Payton's near relatives by marrlage
e sald to have met mysterious
{eaths from polson,

The Wadow's Mice.

A woraan In one of the small Pann-
sylvania towns recently put two post-
e stamps in the contribution box at
10r chiucch, as she could not aff ird to
¢lve any monsy. The stamps looked
intereating to the minister, 8o he took
Jhem to a denler and sold them for
#1,000. Later, says an exohange, the
wwo stampy woore sold to a Russian no-
bleman for 86,000,

Ho Ougho wo ivnow,

selebrated hls 72 dirthday and he de-
yiares that 89 he looks back over hig
poliiteal oareor be I8 oonvinced that
t has not been worth while and if he
md to do 16 over again he should
nodel his carcer along other lines,
But be won't say what ohavnges ha
would make In the record.

About A Man,

Kate Nowell stabbed and killed
Hattle Greor at Starr, Anderson couns
¥, on Sunday nlght—both colored.
Thoy were on thalr way home from
churehi and quarrsled about a man,

THIRTY YEARS

At Hard Labor in the Peniten-

Senator Platt of New York has |
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